Frontiers of Social Sciences and Humanities #F£}5 A SCRTHT, 2026, 4(3), 35-42
Published Online August 2026.
https://ufascience.com/fssh/index

FEE S WRASHIZE A CEFR KL ARE R TG RN AT

wilizy UFASCIE

R

iR KA AR, TN 510632, T4, HH

FE: CERAFTRY], URER TR (GTM) 7E1E F RS EEA R JRT,  ASHIT JUAE — TUEh of 2E5F
—AERARHE SRR A oz T AR VA . AT DL (BTG S LRI S HESL)  (CEFR) Jrnifk,
JR IR HE G K5 R S AR R JJREAT T 1Pl . CEFR R 23KECA & MG S WGHES 2 —, O K1)
R T MRHUA) 2R o ASOFAREIRT 0TS N SGIESdE, M2 2 Tk, BEs IR
WIHTER IR R N T15 5 20Uk, JCHGZTE S W I AT 70 DB AESR R, IR0 EiESLARER
WIHTRRAETE 5 52 Z BB SSSTHREEAT 1018 . AHITFURIIT iR Tk b MR A 4R, R dtEsh 2 7 54t
SYBUR 2 M S8 — BB R 18 . A FE s SUIR BB AT 78 75 3238 an o] B ] T v 8 35 MK AT Fe A 453X — Il AL
XPFIRAR R AR IR TR H AT, S PR S 0 BRI U B VA 5 R R 1Al 45 2
¥, FUMRELS SY B B SRR A R A o AR SO S5 18 A 50 AR SR 0 AU DL BRI E %
ERN T B SR SR

B JLIREL; CEFR; BFINA: &kt FARIE

Grounded Theory Methodology Using CEFR in the Field of Language Testing

RuiZhe Gao
School of Management, Jinan University, Guangzhou 510632, Guangdong, China

Abstract: The use of grounded theory methodology (GTM) is rare in the field of language testing as indicated by
the literature survey. However, this study used GTM in a study on first year undergraduate students writing skills in Fiji.
The study used the Common European Framework for Reference (CEFR) to evaluate student writing skills successfully
at a university in Fiji. The CEFR is one of the most comprehensive frameworks for language evaluation that has been
widely used by language testing organisations mostly in Western countries. This paper takes a methodological position
rather than looking at empirical data from the research to engage novice users of GTM to apply it to the field of
linguistics, specifically to language testing research. It provides step-by-step guide and a discussion of relevant
literature that attest to the use of GTM in linguistics. The methodological contributions and the unique data set of the
study will advance scholarly and social policy conversations on this topic. The study makes an original contribution to
the body of knowledge on how grounded theory research methodologies can be applied to a longitudinal language

testing research context. At present, language testing in higher education relies on data from conventional formative and
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normative assessments. Approaches such as grounded theory and longitudinal research design have rarely been used.
The paper will benefit novice researchers such as Masters and PhD scholars as well as policy makers in applying the
methodology to their studies.
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Figure 1 The Four Stages of This Project
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Figure 2 Data Collection Framework of Analysis Using Grounded Theory
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