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Ensuring Trustworthiness Using an Inductive Approach in Qualitative
Educational Research: An Autoethnographic Investigation of Two Early Career

Researchers Reflecting on PhD Data Analysis
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Abstract: Ensuring the trustworthiness of qualitative research remains a critical challenge in educational research.
However, early career researchers often lack structured guidance on enhancing the credibility of qualitative data
analysis. A key issue is the limited discussion on inductive approaches that support systematic theme generation and
theory development. To address this gap, this study examines how two early-career researchers employed a three-level
inductive methodology during their PhD studies to strengthen the trustworthiness of their findings. Using an
autoethnographic approach, the study finds that this methodology deepened their understanding of participants'
experiences, facilitated the emergence of valid themes, and reinforced credibility, transferability, dependability, and
confirmability. These findings offer concrete strategies for researchers undertaking similar approaches to ensure

trustworthiness in their qualitative inquiry. This study also highlights the importance of equipping PhD researchers in
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education with strategies to navigate qualitative research rigorously, ultimately enhancing the quality of their studies.
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Figure 1 Three Levels of Inductive Analysis
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